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Climate Shift Report:
Research to Inform Decision Making

= www.ClimateShiftProject.org
= Key Dimensions Examined:

= Financial resources of environmental groups and their opponents.
= Planning efforts and investment strategies of major foundations.

= News attention and media portrayals of climate change.

= Factors shaping public concern and belief in climate change.

= Factors influencing how scientists and environmentalists interpret the
policy debate.



FIGURE 1.1
SPENDING BY CLIMATE ACTION ADVOCATES AND OPPONENTS
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TOTALS SPENT LOBBYING ON ALL ISSUES BY MAJOR
ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, 2009
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FIGURE 23: Philanthropy Has Multiple Entry Points
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AMOUNT AND NUMBER OF GRANTS DISTRIBUTED
BY FOUNDATION, 2008 TO 2010
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FUNDING ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIFIC POLICY FOCUS, 2008 TO 2010
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ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVING THE MOST FUNDING, 2008 TO 2010

AMDUNT DF GRANTE MUMBER DF GRANTS
1]
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Number disagreeing with the global consensus that
greenhouse gas pollution has caused most of the
warming of the last 50 years:




FIGURE 3.2

NEWS ATTENTION TO CLIMATEGATE AT WALL STREET
JOURNAL VS. FOUR OTHER OUTLETS
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. NO MENTION OF CLIMATEGATE MENTION BY WALL STREET JOURNAL :::::ﬁ: MENTION BY OTHER NEWS ORGANIZATIONS

NOTE: ARTICLES MENTIONING “CLIMATEGATE,” “STOLEN E-MAILS,” “LEAKED E-MAILS,” “HACKED E-MAILS™ OR “EAST ANGLIA"
WERE IDENTIFIED AMD CHECKED FOR RELEVANCY BEEFORE BEING INCLUDED IN THE FIMNAL TOTAL. “OTHER OUTLETS" INCLUDE
COMEINED COVERAGE AT THE NEW YORK TIMES, THE WASHINGTON POST, CNN.COM AND POLITICO.
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FIGURE 3.3
PORTRAYAL OF REALITY AND CAUSES
OF CLIMATE CHANGE, 2009 TO 2010
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1, 2009, AND DEC. 31, 2010. DATA IS AGGREGATED AND DISPLAYED BY THREE MONTH INTERWVAL.
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How much do you personally worry about global warming?

% Worry a great deal/a fair amount
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Degree to Which Americans Worry About Environmental Problems, 2011 vs. 2001

% Great deal ! Fair amount

March 2001 March 2011 Change
% % Pct. pts.

Pollution of drinking water B T
Pollution of rivers /lakes / reservoirs 87
Contamination of soil fwater trom toxic waste H5
Air pollution g2
Liss of tropical rain torests 76
Species extinetion 73
Urban sprawl and loss of open space

Global warming® 63

*onnl wording: "the zreenhouse effect or global warming”

(rALLUP

CORRESPOMDING TO THE TIME OF THE ADMINISTERED SURVEY.

SOURCE: PEW CENTER FOR PEOPLE ANMD THE PRESS.
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FIGURE 4.2
PERCENTAGE OF PUBLIC WITH “FAVORABLE”"
OPINION OF GEORGE W. BUSH OR AL GORE

POST 9/11:BUSH AS PELOSI TAKES OVER AS GORE SHARES
WARTIME PRESIDENT SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE NOBEL PRIZE
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MOTE: RESPOMNDEMNTS WERE ASKED: “WE'D LIKE TO GET YOUR OVERALL OPINION OF SOME PEOPLE IM THE MEWS. AS | READ
EACH NAME, PLEASE SAY IF YOU HAVE A FAVORABLE OR UNFAVORAELE OPINION OF THESE PEQPLE —- OR IF YOU HAVE

NEVER HEARD OF THEM. HOW ABOUT ...7" DATA |5 DISPLAYED ONLY FOR YEARS AND MONTHS WHERE QUESTION WAS
ASKED BOTH FOR BEUSH AMD FOR GORE.

SOURCE: GALLUP ORGANIZATION.

CLIMATESHIFT




National Policy Support

| Strongly support B Somewhat support B Somewhat oppose | Strongly oppose

Fund renewable energy

research

Tax rebates for efficient
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2010
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2010
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Most Motivated Least Motivated



Localizing the Issue

Support for Local Policies

M Strongly support ll Somewhat support Bl Somewhat oppose Ml Strongly oppose

Bike lanes on city streets

More public transport

in your county

Require new homes
to be more EE

Zoning for mixed
development

Zoning to

decrease sprawl

Zoning for more EE apts;
not single-family homes

0 25 50 75 100
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Segments 4-6:
Sentence Specific Reaction To Public Health Essay
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Scores reflect respondent average values by segment for the difference between the number of times
each of 18 sentences were marked “especially clear or helpful” and “especially confusing or
unhelpful.”



FIGURE 4.5
IDEOLOGICAL AND PARTISAN LIKE-MINDEDNESS
ACROSS SOCIAL GROUPS
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S0OURCE: PEW CENTER FOR THE PEOQPLE AND THE PRESS; PEW RELIGION AND PUBLIC LIFE PROJECT.
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IGURE 4.8

PERCENTAGE OF AAAS MEMBERS HEARING “A LOT” ABOUT BUSH
ADMINISTRATION INTERFERENCE WITH GOVERNMENT SCIENTISTS

100

AMONG ALLAAAS MEMBERS, 55%
HAD HEARD “A LOT"ABOUT THE
CLAIMS COMPARED TO JUST 10%
OF THE PUBLIC.

N
W
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27% HEARD A LOT

ETROMNG LIBERALS LIBERALS MODERATES '
T4% HEARD A LOT 63% LF

MOTE: BEUBELE SIZE 15 PROPORTIOMATE TO PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS SELF-IDENTIFYING BY EACH IDEOLOGICAL CATEGORY.
RESPONDEMNTS WERE ASKED: "THOW MUCH, IF ANYTHING, HAVE YOU HEARD ABOQUT CLAIMS THAT GOVERNMENT SCIEMTISTS WERE
HOT ALLOWED TO REPORT RESEARCH FINDIMGS THAT CONFLICTED WITH THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION'S POINT OF VIEW?™

SOURCE: 2008 SURVEYS CONDUCTED BY PEW CENTER FOR PEOPLE AMD THE PRESS. SAMPLE SIZE= 2.535.



Climate Shift Project Team
= Research, translation and projects:

= Understanding news system and journalistic choices relative to
coverage of energy.

= New methods and understanding of structured public dialogue and
Involvement.

= Mental models, risk perceptions and views on role of government.

= New forms and strategies for telling the energy challenge story.



www.ClimateShiftProject.org
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